
Message from the Principal
Dear Pasadena Elementary Families,

The Pasadena Elementary staff is excited for the 2023-2024 school
year. A special Panther welcome to our new students and their
families. I hope you are able to join us for Back to School events on September 14. We will begin
with a PTA meeting in the cafeteria at 5:30pm, followed by scheduled time with staff starting at
6:00pm. There will be a few quick announcements and then two rotations to visit with classroom
and Cultural Arts staff. Back to School is intended to provide parents and guardians (no students
please) with an opportunity to meet the teacher, learn about the curriculum components, and
receive resources to help bolster your student’s skills for academic success.



Lots of info is available for you and your family through the county and school. AACPS updates the
website frequently, so please visit often. Not sure where to start? Check out Back to School. Click
here for school bus stop information and sign up for noti�cations. Our school website has been
updated and includes the school handbook, newsletters, and other pertinent information. This year
we will continue to communicate and share the newsletter via email to support our Green School
initiative. We invite you to follow us on the school’s Twitter page and Instagram: @PES_AACPS. At
this time, all AACPS schools and o�ces are closed for visitors. Volunteers will be permitted when
pre-arranged and approved by admin. Please call in advance of coming to the school to make an
appointment.

Many thanks to our outgoing 2022-2023 PTA Board, committee chairs, and parent volunteers. We
appreciate the time and energy devoted to supporting our school community. Our new 2023-2024
PTA Board will review the approved budget monthly at their scheduled meetings. If you have time
to volunteer, PTA is looking for new members and HELP. Please join PTA this year!

AACPS is responsible for ensuring that students are enrolled in and regularly attending school in
accordance with Maryland education law and regulations. Please log in to your student's Parent
Portal to submit an online attendance notice (directions below), or send a note with your student.

We look forward to an exciting year �lled with new experiences and opportunities. Thank you for
everything you do for your child/children and our school.

Thank you for your ongoing support,
Jennifer Quirino

Attendance Note Form-Parent Portal Directions.pdf
Parents/Guardians - please follow these directions to submit an online attendance note.

Download
291.0 KB

School Meals
The cafeteria is open for meals! Breakfast is available 7:40-8:00am.
Students have the option of hot lunch, or Grab and Go (balanced
meal of cold items). There are no a la carte purchases. If your
student wants a milk, the entire meal must be purchased according
to county guidelines. All families are encouraged to complete the meal application. The following
price structure has been approved by the Board of Education:
Breakfast (full price – all schools)$1.50; Lunch (full price – elementary) $2.75
Breakfast (reduced price – all schools) $0.00; Lunch (reduced – all schools) $0.00

https://www.aacps.org/backtoschool
https://www.aacps.org/Page/9658
https://www.aacps.org/Page/4823
https://www.aacps.org/parentportal
mailto:jquirino@aacps.org
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64f6696e41c69d418ad4ab97
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/


Community Connections

Our school team wants to hear from you! If you have an idea for the school or PTA, a community
partner to consider, rewards your child would be interested in earning, or ways to get involved,
please email us.

Counselor's Corner

I hope that everyone had a relaxing and fun summer. I know that
many of you are excited to begin another school year and yet
others are dreading the morning struggles, packing lunches,
homework, and bedtime routines.

As your School Counselor, I look forward to many rewarding
experiences working with you and your children. I invite you to
partner with us in this journey. There will be roadblocks, detours
and delays along the way but with kindness, a positive attitude and teamwork we will create a
caring learning community and make it to our �nal destination, a successful and fun school year
for all. Each month I will visit your child’s classroom to support them in developing the academic
and life skills and traits necessary for success as they journey through life.

Counseling Topics for September
Role of the School Counselor
Identifying and Managing Emotions

Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports: Pasadena is a PBIS school. PBIS is a process of
teaching expected behaviors and providing supports necessary to sustain those behaviors. As part
of PBIS we have identi�ed 4 core values which we expect students to demonstrate throughout all
school settings. Panthers CARE! We Care, We Achieve, We Respect, We Engage

Students who display exceptional behavior earn points on their CARE card. CARE cards can be
redeemed for classroom rewards. Students can also be recognized for their efforts by receiving a
Positive Referral to the o�ce. We will also hold Quarterly Celebrations to honor student
successes.

Michele Noble, School Counselor

mailto:jquirino@aacps.org
mailto:mnoble@aacps.org


https://pasadena2023.itemorder.com/


Are you receiving text messages from PES?

Anne Arundel County Public Schools utilize the Connect-Ed automated telephone noti�cation
system to alert parents to emergencies and other important issues and events throughout the
school system. The Connect-Ed system is also used by principals as a means to communicate
with parents about key school events. To Opt-in the contact should text SUBSCRIBE AACPS to
23177 from the phone that should be opted-in or opted-out.

PTA Info

The PTA is looking for new members! Check out the website or
Pasadena Elementary PTA Facebook page to get updates on PTA
sponsored activities. Enable noti�cations so you don't miss posts.
There will be a PTA meeting on Thursday, September 14 at 5:30pm
in the cafeteria. Please plan to attend!

https://sites.google.com/pespta.org/pespta-org
https://sites.google.com/pespta.org/pespta-org


Reading

Welcome Back to School! Our new students in kindergarten, �rst
and second grade are starting to get screened to assess their
literacy skills. Parent letters will be sent home with the results on
which curriculum path is the best �t for each student. Here are
descriptions for your reference for Foundational Literacy Skills.
There are two curricular pathways are available to students based
on data from a screening of early literacy skills: Fountas & Pinnell (F&P) Phonics, Spelling and
Word Study and Wilson Fundations. By providing two pathways, students access differentiated
instruction to meet their unique needs. This allows equitable access for all students to meet the
common core state standards. F&P Phonics, Spelling and Word Study Students engage in learning
phonics and word analysis strategies to foster growth in reading and writing. This systematic
curriculum focuses on the building blocks of written language. The program teaches students to
use sounds, letters, and words in reading and writing. Students receive direct instruction from the
teacher and have time to apply the skills independently and in small groups. Wilson Fundations
uses a multisensory structured literacy approach to teaching foundational reading and spelling
skills. This systematic curriculum teaches accuracy of decoding, spelling, and handwriting in a
carefully integrated and scaffolded sequence. Students engage in lessons that build on previously
taught skills. The program teaches students to use sounds, letters, and words in reading and
writing. Students receive direct instruction from the teacher in a whole or small group setting.

Cathryn Nash, Literacy Teacher

Media Center Notes

We are so excited to welcome all our PES Panthers back to the
media center! In September, all students will learn more about this
year's new Black Eyed Susan nominees, and we will share our �rst
BES picture book title, " My First Day" by Huynh Kim Liên and Phung
Nguyen Quang. Students in PreK and Kindergarten will learn about
the role of the school librarian and the jobs of an author and
illustrator. First graders will explore the differences between �ction
and non�ction and will examine how we �nd books in the library using call numbers. Students in
grades 2 through 5 will navigate the organization of our library, including lessons on the Dewey
Decimal System. We are challenging all of our Panthers to help us beat last year's checkout
number: 13, 897 books. We are already off to a great start!

Julie Bradshaw, Media Specialist

EEE - Global Studies

In Global Studies the students will be participating in teambuilding
exercises that focus on the 4 C's of success skills. Those skills

https://www.aacps.org/Page/9351
mailto:cnash@aacps.org
mailto:jbradshaw@aacps.org


include Creativity, Critical Thinking, Collaboration, and Communication.

Ryan Peters, EEE Global Studies Teacher

Physical Education
Welcome to Physical Education for the 2023-2024 school year! I am
excited to work with your child(ren) in class this year as we learn
how to safely move our bodies and make healthy choices. Students
attend Physical Education class, twice each week for 30 minutes
each class. Please help your child wear their sneakers/tennis
shoes on P.E. days. Other shoes (crocs, boots, sandals, etc.) are
not a safe choice when coming to P.E. We encourage you to move
each day with your child. Please refer to the Elementary Health and
Physical Activity Calendars for ideas. Students who print out the calendar, complete each day with
a parent/guardian signature, and turn it in to Mrs. Deaver at the end of each month, will receive a
small prize.

Carrie Deaver, Physical Education Teacher

mailto:rpeters@aacps.org
mailto:cdeaver@aacps.org
https://www.shapeamerica.org/Common/Uploaded%20files/document_manager/calendar/2023/HPE-Calendar-September-2023-Elementary-English.pdf


Art with Mrs. O'Boyle

This year students are being provided with a sketchbook. We will be
creating a cover design for them when the sketchbooks arrive.
During the �rst two weeks in Art, students in 1st-5th grades created
a monochromatic self-portrait. They will be used in a school-wide
mural which will be displayed at our Back to School Night! Be sure to check it out hanging in our
main hallway!

I will continue to update our Artsonia website throughout the year. If you are new to Pasadena
Elementary, you will get more information about your child's account in the upcoming months. It is
a wonderful site that securely displays our student's artwork each year and items can be purchased
with their artwork printed on them. It's a great way to share your child's artwork with friends and
family members! The school earns 20% back in pro�ts to use towards school and art supplies.
Check out our website: https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=75579.

Let me know if you have questions!

Karen O'Boyle, Art Teacher

Music Notes

I am excited to be teaching your student music and chorus this
year. In the month of September grades 3-5 will be reviewing
rhythms, how melodies move, and simple forms. Grades Pre-K- 2
will be focusing on steady beat, simple rhythms, the different ways
we use our voice, and high and low. Please see your student's
Brightspace music page for more information on exactly what we
are learning each week.

Our 4th and 5th graders have the opportunity to participate in chorus class this year. If your student
is interested in improving their vocal technique, working as a team, and having fun singing this is a
great class for them to consider signing up for. Please use this link to sign up for chorus. Sign-ups
will end on Monday, September 11 and class will start later that week.

Anna Gavrilov, Music Teacher

Band & Orchestra Info
Hello Pasadena families! Band & Orchestra Info Sign-up: The sign ups for Band and Strings will all
be completed online. These registrations will be open until September 6. Strings is open to all 3rd,
4th, & 5th graders. More information and sign-up here (https://jcallison.weebly.com/). Much of the
Instrumental information that may be needed throughout the year will be available on that website
throughout the year. Of course, you can reach out to Mr. Allison at any time as well. Band is open
to all 4th and 5th grade students. More information and sign-up here

https://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=75579
mailto:koboyle@aacps.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclPTWd82y5_RTY4MBfpOFW8zfY5aBPUfad2FqzFmPBpSXJlw/viewform
mailto:agavrilov@aacps.org
https://jcallison.weebly.com/


(https://jcallison.weebly.com/). Much of the Instrumental information that may be needed
throughout the year will be available on that website throughout the year. Of course, you can reach
out to Mr. Allison at any time as well. Instrumental classes with instruments will begin sometime
the week of September 11th. Schedule times and days will be shared once all interested students
are enrolled. Instrumental Supply Lists can be found at that link as well as information relevant to
getting your student ready for their �rst class. Performances: At this time, we are planning on an in-
person Winter Concert for December 18th and an in-person Spring Concert for May 20th. The
intention is that all of the music students WILL have an opportunity to share what they are learning
in a positive setting. Stay tuned for further updates! Donations: Pasadena is always open to
accepting gently used instruments if you have some at home that will not be used again. A receipt
with instrument value can be provided for tax purposes if desired.

Jacob Allison, Band & Orchestra Director

#PanthersCARE
VALUES: Care, Achieve, Respect, Engage

VISION STATEMENT: We envision Pasadena Elementary to be a school where we maintain high
expectations for academic standards through rigorous instruction. We will continue to foster a

https://jcallison.weebly.com/
mailto:jcallison@aacps.org
https://www.bobmccloskey.com/k12voluntary/


positive, caring school climate where we respect and value
diversity and prepare individuals for success in higher learning and
careers.

MISSION STATEMENT: Pasadena Elementary is dedicated to
preparing students for college and career readiness, promoting
academic excellence and citizenship for all students.

Anne Arundel County Public Schools NON-DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICE: The Anne Arundel County
Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin,
religion, age, disability, sexual orientation or familial status in matters of affecting employment or
in providing access to programs.

Pasadena Elementary 2023-2024

PreK-5 school-Anne Arundel County; 2019 E-GATE; 2016 Nat'l Blue Ribbon; MD Blue Ribbon; Green School; &
AACPS Wellness School of Distinction. #PanthersCARE

https://www.facebook.com/PasadenaElementaryPTA
https://www.twitter.com/PES_AACPS
https://www.instagram.com/pes_aacps

